
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

 Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com 
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833  

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
 

Upcoming Services:    
Saturday, Jan 28, Feb 4     
Great Vespers: 5pm  

Sunday, Jan 29, Feb 5 
Divine Liturgy: 10am  

Coffee and fellowship will 
follow the service  

The above services are at St. 
Olympia Church 
34 North Main Street 
Norwood, NY, 13668 

Mailing Address               
St.Olympia Orthodox Church 
PO Box 122 Canton, NY13617  



Holy, Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver  
Holy, Righteous Anna the Prophetess 

February 3 
 

Compiled and edited from the Feast Days for the Meeting of Our Lord, 
the first day of the Afterfeast, and the life of Holy, Righteous Simeon on the OCA website. 

 
The Meeting of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is described in the third Gospel (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days 

after His birth the Divine Child was brought to the Temple at Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord. According to the Law 
of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a male child was forbidden to enter the Temple for forty days. At the 
end of the time of her purification, the mother went to the Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb, two turtledoves, 
or pigeons to the Lord as a sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin had no need of purification, since she had given birth to the 
Source of purity and sanctity. Out of humility, however, she fulfilled the requirements of the Law.  

Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver was, according to the testimony of the holy Evangelist Luke, a just and devout 
man waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him (Luke 2:25). God promised him that he would 
not die until the promised Messiah, Christ the Lord, came into the world. 

Ancient historians tell us that the Egyptian pharaoh Ptolemy II Philadelphus (285-247 B.C.) wished to include texts of 
Holy Scripture in the famous Library at Alexandria. He invited scholars from Jerusalem, and the Sanhedrin sent their wise 
men. The Righteous Simeon was one of the seventy scholars who came to Alexandria to translate the Holy Scriptures into 
Greek. The completed work was called “The Septuagint,” and is the version of the Old Testament used by the Orthodox 
Church. 

Saint Simeon was translating a book of the Prophet Isaiah, and read the words: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive in the 
womb, and shall bring forth a Son” (Is 7:14). He thought that “virgin” was inaccurate, and he wanted to correct the text to 
read “woman.” At that moment an angel appeared to him and held back his hand saying, “You shall see these words 
fulfilled. You shall not die until you behold Christ the Lord born of a pure and spotless Virgin.” 

From this day, Saint Simeon lived in expectation of the Promised Messiah. At this time the righteous Elder Simeon 
(February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had been revealed to him that he would not die until he beheld the promised 
Messiah. By divine inspiration, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and 
Saint Joseph had brought the Child Jesus to fulfill the Law. 

Saint Simeon received the divine Child in his arms, and giving thanks to God, he spoke the words repeated by the 
Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for 
the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through 
your own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). 

At the Temple was an 84-year-old widow, Saint Anna the Prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel (February 3), “who did 
not leave the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and day." She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the 
Divine Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who were looking for redemption of 
Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). In the icon of the Feast she holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has established Heaven and 
earth.” 

Before Christ was born, the righteous men and women lived by faith in the promised Messiah, and awaited His 
coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous persons of the Old Testament, were deemed 
worthy to meet Him in the Temple. 

On the first day of the Afterfeast of the Meeting of the Lord, the Church commemorates the righteous Simeon and 
Anna the prophetess. The following words are ascribed to Christ in Ode 9 of the Canon: “I am not held by the Elder; it is I 
Who hold him, for he asks Me for forgiveness.” 

 
Let the godly pair be praised together: 

Simeon the Righteous and Anna the Prophetess,  
well-pleasing to God. 

They became witnesses of the Incarnate Lord 
when they saw Him as an infant; 
together they worshipped Him. 

Kontakion 



UPCOMING DIOCESAN EVENTS 
 

 
 

See the Diocesan Website for more information: https://www.nynjoca.org/news_230109_1.html 
 
Diocesan Council Meeting 
Thursday, February 23 at 11:00 AM 
Diocesan Chancery, Bronxville NY 

 
ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL’S NEXT VISIT TO OUR PARISH –  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 FOR PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY 
 
 

WEEKDAY VESPERS AT THE HERMITAGE OF ST OLYMPIA 
Weekdays at 4 PM 

For information please contact Mother Sophronia at mothersophronia@gmail.com 
or via Facebook: Nun Sophronia Hofstead 
 
 

 


