
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday) 

February 19 
 

 
 

O Righteous Judge of all mankind, 
You will come, enthroned in glory and escorted by angels, 

to judge the living and the dead. 
Every man will stand in fear before You, 

trembling at the river of fire flowing past Your throne, 
as each one waits to hear the sentence he deserves. 

On that awesome day have mercy on us as well, O Christ; 
count us worthy of salvation, 

for, worthless as we are, we turn to You in faith, 
O compassionate and merciful Lord! 

Vespers, Lord I Call, Stikhera 
 

Knowing the commandments of the Lord, 
let us conduct our lives in this way: 

let us nourish the hungry, let us give drink to the thirsty; 
let us clothe the naked, let us welcome the strangers; 
let us visit the sick, the infirm, and those in prison, 

so that He Who is coming to judge the whole earth may say to us: 
“Come, O blessed of My Father, 

inherit the Kingdom which has been prepared for you!” 
Vespers, Litya 

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

 Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com 
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833  

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
 

Upcoming Services:    
Saturday, February 18, 25     
Great Vespers: 5pm  

Sunday, February 19, 26 
Divine Liturgy: 10am  

Coffee and fellowship will 
follow the service  

The above services are at St. 
Olympia Church 
34 North Main Street 
Norwood, NY, 13668 

Mailing Address               
St.Olympia Orthodox Church 
PO Box 122 Canton, NY13617  



Finding of the Relics of Saint Tikhon of Moscow 
February 22 

 
As widely reported, 2017 marked the 100th Anniversary of the Election and Enthronement of Saint Tikhon 

as Patriarch of Moscow during the All-Russian Church Council. His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon and a 
delegation representing the Orthodox Church in America departed for Moscow on Thursday, November 30, 
2017 to participate in the celebration of this ever-memorable occasion that directly relates to the life of the 
Church in Russia and America, inasmuch as Saint Tikhon served as Bishop and later Archbishop of North 
America from 1898 until 1907, when he returned to his homeland. 

2017 also marked the 25th Anniversary of the discovery and recovery of the relics of Saint Tikhon, which 
were secured after his death in Moscow's Donskoy Monastery. 

Saint Patriarch Tikhon fell asleep in the Lord on April 7, 1925. He had suffered greatly during the years of 
turmoil and persecution that followed the Russian Revolution. He was laid to rest in the monastery's small 
"winter" cathedral. Subsequently the monastery was closed and repurposed, and the relics of Saint Tikhon were 
moved for safekeeping. 

The Donskoy Monastery subsequently was returned to the Church and has been restored. It was on 
Saturday, February 22, 1992, that Saint Tikhon's relics were discovered, hidden deep beneath the floor of the 
small cathedral. 

Just weeks before this joyous event, Protopresbyter Daniel Hubiak, together with Matushka Dunia, had 
arrived in Moscow as the Orthodox Church in America's first Representative to the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Little did they realize at the time that they would be witnesses to the recovery of Saint Tikhon's relics on that 
cold February afternoon. 

Both Father Daniel and Matushka Dunia wrote first-hand accounts of the discovery of Saint Tikhon's relics, 
now enshrined in the Donskoy Monastery's main cathedral. In conjunction with the Anniversary of Saint 
Tikhon's Enthronement in 1917, we offer the Hubiaks' accounts of the discovery of Saint Tikhon's relics. 
 

Account of Matushka Dunia Hubiak 
It is Saturday, February 22, 1992, in Moscow. Father Dan and I are living at the Danilovsky Hotel. We 

arrived in Moscow a month ago for Father Dan to begin his new assignment as Representative of the Orthodox 
Church in America to the Russian Orthodox Church (The Moscow Patriarchate). 

Because no church was yet designated as our Representation Church, Father Dan would call Father Matfey 
Stadniuk on Saturday mornings to be told where he was to be for the Vigil and Divine Liturgy that weekend 
(usually at the Patriarchal Cathedral). This Saturday morning (February 22) Father Matfey could not be reached. 
Finally, around noon he answered the phone and told Father Dan to be at the Donskoy Monastery for a special 
service at 2:00 p.m. 

The receptionists at the hotel (who were always very helpful) ordered a car and driver for us, and off we 
were to the Donskoy Monastery. Upon our arrival at the main gate of the monastery, a mass of people, 
including clergy of all ranks, was gathering. A sense of excitement permeated the scene. 

What could all of this mean? 
We arrived at the winter church and saw more people, clergy and TV cameras! Father Dan was separated 

from me to join the clergy – I was left behind. At that time, a month after arriving in Moscow, my linguistic 
ability was almost nonexistent, so I was unable to ask anyone anything. So I stood there, trying to not get 
squeezed trying to see. We were standing around what looked like a crypt in the vestibule. 

Patriarch Aleksy entered and began the service. More and more people crowded into the space, and again I 
was pushed to the side, unable to see. However, I could still hear, and to my astonishment I discovered that we 
were standing at the tomb of the recently canonized Saint Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia – in 
many ways OUR Patriarch whom we commemorate as “the Enlightener of North America.” 

The Molieben service began and the coffin was opened. I made my way to a side of the area and found a 
chair on which I stood. When the reality dawned on me as to what was taking place, I was very much moved 
and could hardly see because of my tears. 

After most of the crowd had pushed and shoved its way to the side, I was able to look down and found the 
Mantia still intact with the eagles on the shoulders and at the hem. 



Father Dan was given a piece of wood from the casket. 
Just think! If Father Dan had not reached Father Matfey, who was in his office all of two minutes, we would 

have missed this once in a lifetime experience! 
 

Account of Father Daniel Hubiak 
At the end of the meeting of the Permanent Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, His Holiness, Patriarch 

Aleksy was informed that the grave of Saint Tikhon had been found in the smaller Cathedral of Our Lady of the 
Don in the Donskoy Monastery. The Patriarch immediately went to the site and arranged for the opening of the 
casket at a special service at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 22, 1992. 

The top of the simple wooden casket was removed, revealing the mantia which covered the body of the 
saint. Two gold brocaded emblems on the mantia were shining as new. His Holiness said that the green 
patriarchal mantia was special in that it was one of only three made with that material and special style. The 
stones in the cross of the Saint’s miter glistened as camera lights flashed. 

A Molieben was sung. Patriarch Aleksy spoke of the significance of this discovery and stated that a crypt 
will be made for the Saint’s relics. 

The discovery of the Saint’s grave was miraculous. Three different rumors pointed to the improbability of 
ever finding the remains of the Saint. One version had it that the remains of the Saint had been cremated, 
another that he was buried in an unmarked grave in one cemetery, another that his remains were in another, 
unidentified cemetery. The Church had no plans of trying to find the grave. 

A fire at the smaller Cathedral of Our Lady of the Don made it necessary to undertake an extensive 
renovation of the church. In the process of this renovation, a grave marker was found, but there was no body 
under the stone. It was thought that perhaps the burial place was to one side or another of the stone. A search of 
the area proved fruitless. But under the stone was a large heating pipe that appeared to be intact. An 
archeological expert examined the site and noticed that in fact the pipe, not detectable to the untrained eye, had 
indeed been disturbed. The pipe was removed and beneath it, covered by earth, was a grave vault. The vault was 
opened and the casket of Saint Tikhon was discovered there. On the casket was a plaque identifying it as the 
casket of the Saint. Those who buried the Saint took special pains to keep his body and his burial place secure 
and safe. 

The finding of the Saint’s grave was a miracle. The presence of the Representative of the OCA at the 
opening of the grave was another sign of God’s providence. By chance I had called Father Matrfey Stadniuk to 
discuss the schedule of services for the weekend. He was in his office for only for a few minutes – and that was 
when I called. He told me to be at the Donskoy Monastery for a Molieben. It appears that the person who was to 
have informed me simply forgot to do so. 

An Act of the Opening of the Grave was signed by the Patriarch, the hierarchs, clergy and lay persons 
present. My name and my wife’s name appear on the document. I obtained a piece of wood from the top of the 
Saint’s casket. 

O Holy Father Patriarch Tikhon, pray unto God for us! 
 

 
 



Sunday	of	the	Expulsion	of	Adam	from	Paradise	(Cheesefare	Sunday)	
February	26	

	
As	we	begin	the	Great	Fast,	the	Church	reminds	us	of	Adam’s	expulsion	from	Paradise.	God	

commanded	Adam	to	fast	(Gen.	2:16),	but	he	did	not	obey.	Because	of	their	disobedience,	Adam	and	Eve	
were	cast	out	of	Eden	and	lost	the	life	of	blessedness,	knowledge	of	God,	and	communion	with	Him,	for	
which	they	were	created.	Both	they	and	their	descendants	became	heirs	of	death	and	corruption.	

Let	us	consider	the	benefits	of	fasting,	the	consequences	of	disobedience,	and	recall	our	fallen	state.	
Today	we	are	invited	to	cleanse	ourselves	of	evil	through	fasting	and	obedience	to	God.	Our	fasting	
should	not	be	a	negative	thing,	a	mere	abstention	from	certain	foods.	It	is	an	opportunity	to	free	
ourselves	from	the	sinful	desires	and	urges	of	our	fallen	nature,	and	to	nourish	our	souls	with	prayer,	
repentance,	to	participate	in	church	services,	and	partake	of	the	life-giving	Mysteries	of	Christ.	

At	Forgiveness	Vespers	we	sing:	“Let	us	begin	the	time	of	fasting	in	light,	preparing	ourselves	for	
spiritual	efforts.	Let	us	purify	our	soul;	let	us	purify	our	body.	As	we	abstain	from	food,	let	us	abstain	from	
all	passion	and	enjoy	the	virtues	of	the	spirit....”	
	
	
	

	
	

	
Sunday	of	the	Expulsion	of	Adam	from	Paradise	

February	26	
	

O	Master,	Guide	to	wisdom,	Bestower	of	prudence,	
Instructor	of	the	foolish,	and	Defender	of	the	poor:	
make	firm	my	heart	and	grant	it	understanding.	

O	Word	of	the	Father,	give	me	speech,	
for	behold,	I	shall	not	restrain	my	lips	from	crying	out	to	Thee:	

"Have	mercy,	have	mercy	on	me	who	have	fallen."	
Kontakion	

	
 
 
 

 
  



UPCOMING DIOCESAN EVENTS 
 

Diocesan Council Meeting 
Thursday, February 23 at 11:00 AM 
Diocesan Chancery, Bronxville NY 

 
ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL’S NEXT VISIT TO OUR PARISH –  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 FOR PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY 
 

LENTEN STUDY POSSIBILITIES  
(check the Diocesan website for more information www.nynjoca.org ) 

 

 
 

 
WEEKDAY VESPERS AT THE HERMITAGE OF ST OLYMPIA 

Weekdays at 4 PM 
For information please contact Mother Sophronia at mothersophronia@gmail.com 
or via Facebook: Nun Sophronia Hofstead 
 
 
Turn	your	mind	towards	Him	continually.	Learn	to	love	prayer,	familiar	converse	with	
the	Lord.	What	counts	above	all	is	love,	passionate	love	for	the	Lord,	for	Christ	the	
Bridegroom.	Become	worthy	of	Christ’s	love.		
	
In	order	not	to	live	in	darkness,	turn	on	the	switch	of	prayer	so	that	divine	light	may	
flood	your	soul.	Christ	will	appear	in	the	depths	of	your	being.	There,	in	the	deepest	
and	most	inward	spot,	is	the	Kingdom	of	God.		
	

“The	Kingdom	of	God	is	within	you.”	(Luke	17:	21)	
 
Saint Porphyrios 


